
Urgent Curriculum: 
Thinking BIG to Meet Teaching Challenges 

What Is Urgent Curriculum? 
• Using science topics to connect math, literacy, 

language, art, drama and games. 
• Inviting children to observe, question, explore, 

create. 
• Immersing children in topics throughout the 

program indoors and out. 
• Extending explorations over time. 

Benefits of Thinking BIG 
• Exploring children’s interests & questions 

empowers them. 
• Activities build cooperation & problem-

solving. 
• Behavior improves. 
• Assessment is built in. 
• School-home communication increases. 

BIG Science 
• Inquiry promotes an attitude of wonder. 
• Science focus gives children time to observe 

and explore. 
• Inquiry nurtures higher-level thinking. 
• Action engages kids. Wind blows. 

Balls roll. 

BIG Math 
• Whole-body activities give a real feel for 

numbers. 
• Gross motor games build math and 

physical skills. 
• Children quantify observations. 
• Graphing organizes information. 

BIG Literacy 
• Recording comments shows power of words. 
• Labeling increases print awareness. 
• Learning poems and songs boosts 

pre-reading skills. 
• Acting out stories fully involves children. 

BIG Language 
• Children learn rich vocabulary in context. 
• Empowers speaking, reading and writing. 
• Builds reading comprehension. 
• Kids love BIG words like astronaut and 

Tyrannosaurus rex. 

Activities meet national standards while children have fun. 

Thermometer 
by Tim Dobbins 

Rising sun 
And falling snow, 
Hot is high 
And cold is low. 
Skinny red line tells us for sure 
Exactly what’s the temperature. 

 

Thinking BIG 
means 

Learning BIG 

For further information e-mail Marie Faust Evitt:  marie@thinkingBIGlearningBIG.com 
visit: www.thinkingBIGlearningBIG.com and www.facebook.com/thinkingBIGlearningBIG 

Thinking BIG, Learning BIG: Connecting Science, Math, Literacy and Language in Early Childhood, 
featuring activities from the Mountain View Parent Nursery School, is available from Gryphon House. 
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